Heaven's Wind: The Course of Rebirth

Heaven's Wind: The Course of Rebirth

Instrumentation: Flute, Oboe, Bassoon

Description: A classical music piece that mirrors the stages of civilization depicted in Thomas
Cole's The Course of Empire. The narrative follows Emmanuel, the Tiller of the Earth, who
navigates the rise and fall of civilizations, guided by the ethereal presence of Mary, a




shapeshifter who embodies various animals. Her transformations into a golden eagle and a
beautifully colored snake symbolize her deep, intimate connection with nature and the very
fabric of being a Tiller. This reflects the necessity of understanding and respecting the natural
world, particularly as climate change impacts humanity.

Movement I: The Savage State (The Course of Empire)

Tempo: Larghetto (slow and grand, around 70 BPM)

Key: C Minor

Texture: Primitive and raw

Form: Through-composed

Concept: This movement evokes the untamed nature of humanity's origins. The bassoon
represents the strength of the earth, providing a deep foundation. The flute and oboe introduce
wild, untamed melodies, echoing the cries of early humanity. Emmanuel stands amidst this
primal chaos, embodying both the potential for cultivation and the burden of responsibility. Mary
first appears as a beautiful woman but soon transforms into a golden eagle, soaring above,
symbolizing freedom and the guardianship of nature. Their interactions convey Emmanuel's
yearning for connection to the land and the challenges posed by an untamed world, highlighting
Mary’s role as a mediator between humanity and the natural realm.



Movement II: The Arcadian or Pastoral State

Tempo: Allegro moderato (moderately fast, around 108 BPM)

Key: G Major

Texture: Lush and harmonious

Form: ABA

Concept: This movement depicts the idyllic beauty of early civilization. The flute carries a
sweet, pastoral melody, symbolizing harmony with nature, while the oboe adds a lyrical
counterpoint. Mary, now taking the form of a beautifully colored snake, weaves gracefully
through the music, embodying the swift changes in nature. Her intimate connection with the
environment is evident as she moves seamlessly through the music, reflecting the nurturing
aspects of civilization. Emmanuel learns to cultivate the land, inspired by Mary’s sinuous
movements, representing the delicate balance between humanity's growth and nature's cycles.

Movement III: The Consummation of Empire

Tempo: Allegretto (lively, around 120 BPM)

Key: D Major

Texture: Grand and majestic



Form: Ternary (ABA)

Concept: Representing the height of civilization, this movement is bold and vibrant. The
ensemble plays in rich counterpoint, showcasing the flourishing culture and power of the empire.
Emmanuel feels invincible as the Tiller of the Earth, celebrated for his achievements. Mary
transforms into a stunning woman amidst the grandeur, guiding him through the festivities.
However, she intermittently shifts into a golden eagle, reminding him of the wildness that lies
beyond civilization's reach and the necessity of preserving that connection. Their interactions
illustrate the pursuit of progress while acknowledging the need for balance with nature.

Movement IV: The Destruction of Empire

Tempo: Presto (very fast, around 140 BPM)

Key: E Minor

Texture: Chaotic and turbulent

Form: Strophic

Concept: This movement captures the turmoil and chaos of decline. Rapid, jagged motifs reflect
the disintegration of the empire. The flute and oboe exchange frantic phrases, echoing the
discord and desperation of a collapsing civilization. Mary, in her form as the golden eagle, circles
above, embodying both a watchful guardian and a harbinger of change. Emmanuel feels the
weight of loss and failure, wrestling with the consequences of neglecting the earth. Their
interaction grows tense as Mary transforms into a beautifully colored snake, reminding him of



the intrinsic connection between humanity and the natural world, serving as a poignant warning
of what happens when that connection is disregarded.

Movement V: Desolation

Tempo: Adagio (slow and mournful, around 60 BPM)

Key: Bb Major

Texture: Sparse and haunting

Form: Through-composed

Concept: This movement reflects the aftermath of the empire’s fall. The music is somber, with
the oboe playing a sorrowful melody, symbolizing loss and reflection. Mary appears in her true
form, the beautifully colored snake, weaving through the empty spaces of the music, representing
the fleeting nature of beauty and life. Emmanuel, now the Tiller of the Earth, wanders through
the desolation, haunted by memories of what was lost. Their interaction conveys a deep sense of
mourning, as Mary, in her snake form, offers guidance from above, revealing the lessons learned
and the need for renewal amidst the ruins, emphasizing the continuity of nature.

Movement VI: The Lasting Influence of Empire

Tempo: Moderato (moderate pace, around 100 BPM)



Key: F Major

Texture: Hopeful and uplifting

Form: Rondo (ABACA)

Concept: The final movement symbolizes the enduring legacy of the empire and the potential for
rebirth. The ensemble plays with renewed energy and optimism. The flute introduces a bright
melody that interweaves with the oboe and bassoon, reflecting the strength of the human spirit.
Mary shifts between her forms, sometimes appearing as a beautiful woman and at others as a
golden eagle, signifying the ongoing changes in the world. Emmanuel, now wiser and more
attuned to nature's rhythms, envisions a future built on the lessons of the past. Their interaction is
one of mutual understanding and hope, as Mary encourages Emmanuel to forge a new path that
harmonizes humanity with the earth, addressing the urgency of climate change and the necessity
for stewardship.

Overall Program Notes

Theme: The entire piece mirrors the rise, peak, decline, and potential rebirth of civilization,
paralleling the journey of Emmanuel as the Tiller of the Earth and Mary as a shapeshifter
intimately connected to nature. Each movement corresponds to a stage of The Course of Empire,
allowing the audience to experience the journey through the lens of music and narrative,
emphasizing the importance of environmental consciousness and the delicate balance between
humanity and the natural world.

Performance Notes: Musicians should focus on the emotional transitions between movements,
emphasizing dynamics, color, and the interplay of the instruments to convey the evolution of
civilization and the character of Mary as both a guide and a symbol of nature's ever-changing
presence.
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