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Introduction to the National Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act

In a world where millions face hunger daily, the United States stands at a pivotal moment in its fight against
food insecurity and environmental waste. The National Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act
represents a bold, forward-thinking law designed to reshape how food is managed, redistributed, and
preserved across the country. This Act combines the best of American innovation with a deep commitment to
humanitarian responsibility, addressing the growing crisis of food waste while ensuring that no surplus is

discarded when it could be used to feed those in need.

At the heart of this groundbreaking legislation is a comprehensive strategy leveraging cutting-edge
technology, public-private partnerships, and rigorous oversight to transform food waste into a powerful
resource for communities nationwide. The Act sets strict penalties for violations, mandates the use of Al-
driven food monitoring systems, and establishes the Food Sustainability Oversight Board (FSOB) to ensure
compliance and accountability at every level. With severe fines for non-compliance, alongside rewards for
proactive corporate engagement, the law sets an uncompromising standard for food service industries,

grocery chains, and restaurants alike.

The Act not only tackles domestic food waste but also extends its reach to the global stage, establishing
international food redistribution agreements and playing a key role in global humanitarian efforts. By doing

S0, it repositions the United States as a leader in sustainability, food security, and international cooperation.



Driven by a recognition that food is both a basic human right and a critical resource, the National Food
Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act sets the stage for a new era—one where waste becomes
opportunity, and every citizen, from corporations to consumers, takes part in the fight against hunger. The
law combines the best of modern technology with the timeless values of compassion and shared

responsibility, ensuring a future where no plate goes empty and no food goes to waste.

Passage of the "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act"

Bill Overview: The "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act" seeks to impose significant fines on
grocery store chains and chain stores that sell food if they throw out more than 50 pounds of food per
incident, rather than donating it to local food banks. The fine per violation would be set at $200,000, with
each incident eligible for reporting once a month. To ensure compliance, the bill includes a provision for a
special Congressional committee, the Food Security Enforcement and Management Commission (FSEMC),
which would take over operations of stores that attempt to close in protest, much like the government’s

intervention in GM during the financial crisis.



Representative for the Bill:

Rep. Lisa Renfield (Independent, Ohio)

Opponent of the Bill:

Sen. George Kincaid (Democrat, Maine)

Scene: U.S. House of Representatives — Floor Debate

Rep. Lisa Renfield (Ohio):

"Mr. Speaker, today | rise to introduce the 'Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act.' Food waste is an
epidemic in this country. Every day, millions of Americans go hungry, while grocery chains throw away
perfectly good food that could be feeding our families, our children. This bill is simple: If a store discards
more than 50 pounds of food per incident instead of donating it to public food banks, they will be fined

$200,000. This is not just an environmental issue, it’s a moral one.

In 2023 alone, grocery stores across Ohio wasted an estimated 40 million pounds of food. That’s food that
could have gone to our food banks, feeding children in Columbus, Cincinnati, and Cleveland. Yet, instead, it
ended up in landfills. And if any store thinks they can avoid these fines by closing down in protest, let them
think again. The government will not tolerate food wastage in this crisis. Much like the intervention with
General Motors, the Food Security Enforcement and Management Commission will take over operations,
appointing local managers to run the store. We did it with GM during the bailout, and we will do it again
here if necessary."
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Sen. George Kincaid (Maine):

"Mr. Speaker, this bill is government overreach of the worst kind. Let me be clear: food waste is an issue, but
punishing businesses with draconian fines and forcing them to stay open under the threat of government

takeover is not the answer. We have laws in place to protect private property and free enterprise.

First, | point to The Fifth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which prevents the government from seizing
private property without just compensation. By threatening to take over operations of these stores, this bill

opens the door to violations of that right.

Second, we have The Sherman Antitrust Act, which prohibits monopolies and government actions that
restrict trade. By threatening to seize grocery chains that close in protest, this bill may encourage

monopolistic behavior by the government, and it restricts the store's right to free trade.

Third, let’s consider The National Labor Relations Act. This bill places undue burdens on businesses and
will inevitably lead to layoffs, harming workers. If the government takes over these stores, who will protect

the workers? Certainly not the same government entity that caused their employer to shut down in protest.

Fourth, we have The Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution, which gives Congress the authority to
regulate interstate commerce, but not to seize it. Forcing businesses to stay open under government control
crosses the line from regulation into outright seizure of commerce, which is an abuse of Congressional

authority.”



Rep. Renfield (Ohio):

"Senator Kincaid, your opposition is exactly what’s wrong with Washington today. You’re defending the
interests of corporations over the needs of the American people. Let me remind you of our General Motors
bailout in 2009, where the government stepped in to save millions of jobs and stabilize our economy. When
private industry fails to act responsibly, the government has every right to intervene for the public good. Just

like we took over operations at GM, we will step in here. Food security is a matter of national security!

And as for the laws you cited, let me remind you that this bill is not in conflict with any of them. In fact, The
Food Donation Act of 1996, also known as the Good Samaritan Act, explicitly encourages food donations
and limits the liability of companies that donate food. This bill reinforces that policy, incentivizing

companies to donate surplus food rather than waste it. If they fail to do so, they should be penalized.

Furthermore, The Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 gives Congress broad authority to assist food
banks. This bill simply extends that mandate by ensuring that private enterprises aren’t undermining our

efforts by throwing away perfectly good food.

And when you talk about the Fifth Amendment, you seem to forget about The Federal Property and

Administrative Services Act of 1949, which gives the government the authority to acquire property for



public use. This bill doesn’t violate private property rights; it ensures that private businesses aren't using

their resources in ways that harm the public good.

Finally, let's not forget the impact of The Environmental Protection Act, which targets food waste reduction
as a critical component of protecting our environment. Food rotting in landfills produces methane, a
greenhouse gas far more potent than CO2. This bill actively supports our environmental commitments under

the law."

Sen. Kincaid (Maine):

"Your interpretation of these laws is grossly overstated. Forcing a private entity to remain open under threat
of seizure is not what this country was founded on. We need to encourage businesses to donate food
voluntarily, not coerce them with threats. This is socialism, plain and simple, and I won’t stand by while our

free-market principles are trampled on."

Rep. Renfield (Ohio):

"Free-market principles? Tell that to the millions of families who go to bed hungry every night while food is
wasted. Free-market principles didn’t stop this country from voting at the U.N. in 2022 to deny food as a

human right. That’s right—our government voted against declaring food a basic necessity. And you want to
defend grocery chains who throw out food rather than donate it? This is about decency, not profit. The 'Food

Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act' will make sure corporations can’t shrug off their responsibility."



The Vote:

After a heated debate, the bill narrowly passes the House with bipartisan support from representatives
concerned about food security and environmental sustainability. The Senate echoes the same divisions, but

with pressure from food insecurity advocates, the bill passes with a 52-48 vote.

Presidential Signature:

The President signs the bill into law, citing the overwhelming food waste problem and the moral duty of
America to care for its hungry citizens. "This bill," the President says, "represents a necessary step in
combating hunger in our communities and ensuring that no good food goes to waste when people are in

need."

Conclusion: The "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act” marks a turning point in how the United
States addresses both food waste and hunger. Though opposed by those arguing for free enterprise, the bill
finds support in existing legislation designed to promote public welfare, environmental sustainability, and
food security. With the Food Security Enforcement and Management Commission established, the

government has the power to step in when corporate irresponsibility endangers public health and safety.



Much like the GM bailout, this law redefines the role of government in protecting essential resources like

food.

Expansion of the Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act Fines and Oversight Board

Section I: Expansion of Fines for Violations (Pre and Post Discarding of Food)

To strengthen the enforcement of the "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act,"” the fines for
violations related to food wastage will be enhanced, covering both pre-discarding and post-discarding food

practices.

1. Pre-Discarding Violations:

If a store fails to initiate donation processes for food nearing its expiration date and that food is determined to
be fit for consumption at the time of its potential discard, the store will be fined $200,000 per violation. This

applies whether the food is sold past the expiration date or stored improperly, causing potential waste.



The store must have a documented partnership with a local public food bank, shelter, or nonprofit
organization to facilitate timely donations. Failure to establish or maintain such partnerships will also incur a

$100,000 fine per month until compliance is met.

2. Post-Discarding Violations:

If any store is found to have discarded food instead of donating it—whether on or before the expiration
date—without a reasonable, documented cause (such as contamination or unsuitability for consumption), the

fine remains at $200,000 for each violation.

In cases where discarded food exceeds 50 pounds per violation, the store will be required to pay an
additional $10,000 for every 10 pounds of food wasted beyond the initial 50 pounds, to ensure higher

accountability for larger grocery chains.

3. Monthly Reporting Requirement:

Chain stores will be required to submit monthly reports on food donation, wastage, and discard processes to

the Food Security Oversight Board (established in Section I1). Failure to provide accurate reports or
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attempting to falsify documentation will incur fines of up to $500,000 per offense, with the possibility of

criminal liability for senior management.

4. Repeat Offenses:

Any chain store found to be in violation more than twice in a 12-month period will face escalating fines, with
the third offense leading to fines of $500,000 per violation and the potential suspension of business licenses

at the local level for up to six months, pending compliance reviews.

Section II: Establishment of the Food Security Oversight Board

To ensure proper enforcement of the "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act" and provide oversight
of food waste practices by chain stores, an independent entity known as the Food Security Oversight Board

(FSOB) will be established.

1. Structure of the FSOB:

The FSOB will consist of nine members, selected from various sectors of society, to prevent conflicts of

interest and ensure the board remains unbiased in its operations. These members must:

Have an annual income of no more than $70,000, ensuring that members represent lower-income citizens

who are more directly affected by food insecurity.

Have no direct or indirect ties to grocery chains, food distributors, or the retail food industry.
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Be appointed by a combination of state governors, local food bank coalitions, and public health

organizations, with two members appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture to provide relevant expertise.

2. Duties of the FSOB:

Monitor Compliance: The board will review the monthly reports submitted by chain stores on their food

donation and discard processes. Any discrepancies or violations found will be flagged for enforcement.

Audits and Inspections: The FSOB will conduct unannounced inspections and audits of grocery chains to
ensure compliance with food donation requirements. They may also issue subpoenas for records where

violations are suspected.

Imposing Penalties: The board has the authority to impose fines, initiate investigations, and recommend the

takeover of operations in cases of non-compliance or store closures meant to evade the law.

Public Reporting: The FSOB will issue quarterly public reports on food waste practices at major grocery

chains, providing transparency to the public on which stores are adhering to the law and which are not.

3. Takeover Clause — Appointment of Managers:

12



If a store attempts to close in protest of the imposed fines or in response to the regulations of this act, the
FSOB will activate the Food Security Enforcement and Management Commission (FSEMC) to intervene.

This body will:

Appoint local managers to continue operations at the affected store, ensuring the continuity of food supply to

the local community.

Ensure that all store managers appointed by the government meet the required qualifications, prioritizing
local hires who understand the community's needs and who have no prior affiliation with the chain's

corporate management.

Oversee a governmental acquisition process modeled after the 2009 General Motors (GM) takeover, wherein
the government temporarily took control of GM's operations to stabilize the company and protect public
interests. Similarly, the FSEMC will manage the store until it can be returned to private hands under

compliant management or remain a public asset to ensure continued food distribution.

4. Oversight of Government-Run Stores:

The FSOB will continuously monitor and review the operations of any grocery stores taken over by the
government to ensure they are run efficiently, ethically, and in compliance with all regulations. These stores

will prioritize:

Food donation programs to local food banks.

Ensuring affordable food prices for low-income families.
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Regular public transparency and community engagement sessions to report on food waste prevention efforts.

Section I11: Financial Support for Donation Logistics

Recognizing that some grocery chains may cite logistical challenges in food donation, the Food Waste

Prevention and Redistribution Act establishes a fund to support the creation of efficient donation channels.

1. Public-Private Donation Partnership Fund:

A fund of $500 million annually will be created to assist grocery chains in setting up or enhancing their food

donation processes. The funds can be used to:

Purchase refrigerated vehicles for safe food transport.

Hire dedicated staff to manage food donations.

Develop partnerships with local food banks, shelters, and community organizations.

Subsidize transportation costs for grocery chains operating in rural or underserved areas.

2. Tax Incentives for Donating Chains:
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In addition to fines, the bill provides tax incentives for chain stores that regularly donate surplus food,
offering a 10% tax reduction on their total corporate tax liability for every year they demonstrate consistent

donations above 80% of all potential surplus food.

Section IV: Safeguards Against Retaliation and Abuse

The "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act" includes provisions to ensure that grocery chains

cannot manipulate the system, avoid fines, or retaliate against employees who report violations.

1. Whistleblower Protection:

Employees who report violations under this bill will be protected under the Whistleblower Protection Act,
ensuring they cannot be fired, demoted, or otherwise retaliated against by their employer. They will also be

eligible for monetary rewards if their reports lead to significant fines or corrective actions.

2. Anti-Evasion Measures:

If any grocery chain is found to be deliberately falsifying donation reports, attempting to underreport food

waste, or shutting down stores without clear economic justification, they will face criminal investigations
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and fines of up to $1 million per offense. Additionally, senior executives may face criminal charges for

willful misconduct.

Summary of Expanded Provisions:

The expanded "Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act" offers a comprehensive approach to food
waste, targeting both pre- and post-discard food practices with stiff penalties. The creation of the Food
Security Oversight Board ensures transparent, community-driven enforcement and introduces mechanisms
for government intervention should corporations attempt to retaliate by closing stores. These combined
efforts ensure that food waste is dramatically reduced, and food insecurity is actively combated across the

nation.

The National Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act

1. Smart Technology for Food Waste Monitoring

Al-Driven Food Monitoring Systems are mandated in all grocery stores, restaurants, and food service chains.
These systems are responsible for monitoring food shelf life, detecting potential waste, and automatically

notifying stores and food banks before the expiration of food items.

National Food Waste Dashboard: A centralized real-time data system that connects grocery stores with food
banks and monitors compliance. The dashboard is managed by the Food Sustainability Oversight Board
(FSOB), facilitating the reporting and tracking of food donations and waste in real time.
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Grocery chains and food service providers are required to utilize Al-driven systems to ensure that no food

waste exceeds legal thresholds, and all waste is either diverted to food banks or repurposed.

2. Expansion to Restaurants and the Hospitality Industry

Mandatory Food Donation Programs are now required for restaurants, hotels, and event spaces that produce

food waste. These businesses must partner with local shelters and food services for food donation purposes.

Businesses that comply with donation regulations are eligible for tax credits, providing financial incentives

for active participation in food redistribution. Non-compliance will result in penalties under the Act.

Hospitality industries that violate the law face fines, starting at $200,000 per violation, calculated monthly.
Each violation will be reported through FSOB and requires documented proof of more than 50 pounds of

food waste.

3. National Educational Campaign

National Awareness Campaign: A public initiative, supported by digital and traditional media, is in place to

promote food waste reduction at every level—retail, hospitality, and households.
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Schools, universities, and community centers now include food waste awareness programs, emphasizing

sustainability and the environmental impact of food waste.

Digital Tools: The Act provides for the development of digital apps and tools that help families manage their

food inventories, suggesting ways to avoid waste and recipes for leftovers.

4. International Food Redistribution Cooperation

International Redistribution Agreements: The U.S. has formalized food redistribution agreements with
Canada, Mexico, and other global partners to redirect surplus food to areas facing food insecurity or natural

disasters.

Exporting Surplus: Surplus food, previously discarded, is exported to developing countries or used in

international relief efforts.

Global Food Relief Network: A coordinated network mobilizes excess food to reach areas facing famine or

other crises, ensuring a sustainable international humanitarian response.

5. Innovation in Food Preservation Technology
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The National Food Innovation Fund supports research in universities and private companies focused on

extending food shelf life and enhancing food preservation technologies.

Public-private partnerships are encouraged through tax credits for companies that invest in food preservation
technology and R&D, with priority given to projects that demonstrate the ability to significantly reduce food

spoilage.

6. National Food Crisis Response Plan

The Strategic Food Reserves are now operational, drawing from surplus food donations to create a national
stockpile of non-perishable and shelf-stable foods. These reserves are managed in collaboration with FEMA
and local government authorities to address food shortages during national crises such as hurricanes,

pandemics, and other emergencies.

Local, state, and federal government entities are responsible for facilitating the distribution of food during

emergencies, ensuring an uninterrupted supply of food to communities in need.

7. Corporate Social Responsibility Certification Program

The Food Waste Leader Certification is now available for grocery chains, restaurants, and food businesses
that consistently meet or exceed their food donation goals. Businesses earning this certification are

recognized nationally, and their compliance qualifies them for additional tax benefits.
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Certified companies will have partnership opportunities with local governments to improve community-

based food distribution efforts and reduce food insecurity.

Oversight Structure: The Food Sustainability Oversight Board (FSOB)

The Food Sustainability Oversight Board (FSOB) is responsible for monitoring compliance with all
provisions of the Act. The Board is composed of individuals earning no more than $70,000 per year to

prevent conflicts of interest. Members must have no direct or indirect connections to the grocery industry.

In the event of a store closure in protest of the law, FSOB is authorized to appoint local managers to continue
the operations of the affected store, ensuring the community retains access to essential services. The store
becomes a government-acquired asset, similar to the General Motors (GM) government intervention during

the 2008 financial crisis.

FSOB monitors food waste compliance, issues violations, and oversees fines. It is also tasked with the
publication of quarterly reports, detailing the state of food waste reduction and redistribution efforts across

the nation. These reports are made publicly accessible via a national digital platform.

Enforcement and Penalties

Violations: Every instance of food waste of more than 50 pounds per month without a corresponding
donation to local food banks will incur fines starting at $200,000 per violation. Violations are tracked

monthly, and fines are cumulative for repeated offenses.
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Pre and Post-Expiration Compliance: Businesses are liable for both pre-expiration and post-expiration food
waste. Donations must occur both before and after the expiration of food, where applicable, ensuring no

usable food is discarded unnecessarily.

Closure Protections: If any grocery or food service chain attempts to close a location in protest of the Act,

FSOB will take over operations, appointing local management and maintaining the location as a public asset.

International Leadership and U.S. Commitment

The United States reaffirms its commitment to food security and humanitarian relief globally, directly
contradicting any prior positions claiming that food is not a necessity. This law positions the U.S. as a global
leader in food sustainability, drawing on technology, public-private partnerships, and humanitarian

cooperation to set a new standard for food waste management.

The U.S. remains actively engaged with the U.N. on international food policies, ensuring a cooperative

approach to global food redistribution and sustainability.

Conclusion

The National Food Waste Prevention and Redistribution Act establishes the United States as a frontrunner in
global sustainability efforts, addressing food waste through the implementation of smart technology, public-
private collaboration, and international partnerships. With strong oversight from FSOB, the Act ensures that
no food is wasted unnecessarily and that surplus is redirected to those in need, both domestically and

internationally. Through technological integration, industry-wide accountability, and community
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engagement, the law aims to reduce food waste, alleviate food insecurity, and promote responsible corporate

behavior within the food industry.
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